Studies in the Letter from James 5:1-6
Sunday, June 30, 2019

The Letter From James: We said in the first study that James, rather than being a logically developed theme from start

to finish, wa

ies of practical admonitions in living the Christian life. As we move into chapter 5 James raises the
issue of the misuse of wealth among believers and faith that has no works to reflect it.

Show me your faith without the works,
And | will show you my faith by my works.

I A Reflection From The Sermon On The Mount

A.

Your riches have rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten. Your gold and your silver have rusted; and
their rust will be a witness against you and will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have
stored up your treasure! {Jam 5:2-3 NAU)

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do
not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also (Mat 6:19-21 NAU)

iL. A Life Of Luxury

A.

You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of
slaughter. (Jam 5:5 NAU)

No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. (Mat 6:24 NAU)

And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the
world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. (Mat 13:22 NAU)

Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of
riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good
works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the
future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed. (1Ti 6:17-19 NAU)

. Riches Gained By Abuse Of The Poor

Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against
you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. (Jam 5:4 NAU)

V. The Temptation Of Riches

As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, "Good Teacher,
what shall | do to inherit eternal life?" And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good excep God
alone. You know the commandments, 'DO NOT MURDER, DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT
BEAR FALSE WITNESS, Do not defraud, HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER."" And he said to Him, "Teacher, | have
kept all these things from my youth up." Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, "One thing you
lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me."
But at these words he was saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one who owned much property.

And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, "How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the
kingdom of God!" The disciples were amazed at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them,

Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a came! to go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God. (Mar 10:17-25 NAU)



