
Introduction:  Have you ever wondered how to answer the question, “How can I have 
eternal life?” or, more likely “How can I get into heaven?”  The good news is that Jesus 

Himself has actually answered this very question.  We find the story and the answer in Luke 
18: 18-34. 

 

  I. A Wealthy Ruler Asks a Question:  What shall I do to inherit eternal life? 
 

 A. We get some immediate insight into Jesus’ answer when He says, “Why do 

   you call Me good?  No one is good except God alone.” 

  1. Isaiah 53: 6 

  2. Jeremiah 17: 9 

  3. Romans 3: 10-18 

  Jesus is already alluding to the idea that no one can have eternal life on the 

  basis of something they do 

 B. Keeping the Ten Commandments — a theoretical means of salvation 

  1. One of the most effective ways to aid someone in seeing their need 
   for salvation outside of themselves is to help them see that they have 

   sinned. 

  2. It is necessary to see oneself as a sinner who is hopelessly lost in 
   order for trusting Christ as Savior to make sense 

 C. When the wealthy ruler failed to see his problem, Jesus goes to the heart of 

  idolatry 

  1. People who grow up in church and in a religious culture often do not 
   see themselves as truly vile and evil in nature. 

  2. Many people feel they have kept the Ten Commandments — but it is 

   based on a very superficial understanding, interpretation, and  
   obedience 

  3. Jesus actually begins with the First Commandment and probes the 

   heart to reveal idolatry 
 

 II. Salvation and Eternal Life Require Absolute Surrender 
  

 A. The problem of wealth 

 B. A sad departure 

 C. Peter’s testimony and Jesus’ response 
 

III. The God of the Impossible 
  

 A. As the disciples observe this exchange and listen to Jesus’ replies, they draw 
  the conclusion that no one can be saved 

 B. They are precisely correct — in terms of human effort there is no salvation; 

  we can never be good enough 

 C. With God all things are possible.  Jesus foreshadows His atonement 
 

Conclusion:  Salvation is really very simple, but it isn’t easy!  There is a cost:  the cost 

of sin and punishment paid by Jesus, and the personal cost of genuine repentance and 

full surrender.  Have you counted the cost? 
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A ruler questioned Him, 
saying, “Good Teacher, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?” And Jesus said to him, 
“Why do you call Me good? 
No one is good except God 
alone. You know the 
commandments, ‘Do not 
commit adultery, Do not 
murder, Do not steal, Do not 
bear false witness, Honor 
your father and mother.’” 
And he said, “All these things 
I have kept from my youth.” 
When Jesus heard this, He 
said to him, “One thing you 
still lack; sell all that you 
possess and distribute it to 
the poor, and you shall have 
treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow Me. ”But when 
he had heard these things, 
he became very sad, for he 
was extremely rich. And 
Jesus looked at him and said, 
“How hard it is for those who 
are wealthy to enter the 
kingdom of God! For it is 
easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle 

than for a rich man to enter 
the kingdom of God.” They 
who heard it said, “Then who 
can be saved?” But He said, 
“The things that are 
impossible with people are 
possible with God.” Peter 
said, “Behold, we have left 
our own homes and followed 
You.” And He said to them, 
“Truly I say to you, there is 
no one who has left house or 
wife or brothers or parents or 
children, for the sake of the 
kingdom of God, who will not 
receive many times as much 
at this time and in the age to 
come, eternal life.” Then He 
took the twelve aside and 
said to them, “Behold, we 
are going up to Jerusalem, 
and all things which are 
written through the prophets 
about the Son of Man will be 
accomplished. For He will be 
handed over to the Gentiles, 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 

1.  How does Jesus answer the question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

2.  When the ruler fails to see his sin in the basic commandments, what does Jesus do? 

3.  How might Jesus’ tactic be used with other commandments to get to the heart? 

4. Jesus said it was necessary for this man to sell his possessions and give away the 

money in order to have eternal life.  How does this square with the Gospel of  

salvation by faith? 

5. What truly describes a genuine conversion experience resulting in salvation and 

transformation? 

6. Does your answer to #5 imply a works oriented salvation?  How can you explain 

this? 

7. What makes repentance and faith genuine? 

and will be mocked and 
mistreated and spit upon, and 
after they have scourged Him, 
they will kill Him; and the third 
day He will rise again.” But the 

disciples understood none of 
these things, and the meaning 
of this statement was hidden 
from them, and they did not 
comprehend the things that 
were said. 
 

Luke 18: 18-34  NASB 

 
 
Either way, Christ’s love controls 
us. Since we believe that Christ 
died for all, we also believe that 
we have all died to our old life. 
He died for everyone so that 

those who receive his new life 
will  no longer l ive for 
themselves. Instead, they will 
live for Christ, who died and was 
raised for them. So we have 
stopped evaluating others from 
a human point of view. At one 
time we thought of Christ 
merely from a human point of 
view. How differently we know 
him now! This means that 
anyone who belongs to Christ 
has become a new person. The 
old life is gone; a new life has 
begun! And all of this is a gift 
from God, who brought us back 
to himself through Christ. And 
God has given us this task of 
reconciling people to him. For 
God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world to himself, no longer 
counting people’s sins against 
them. And he gave us this 
w o n de r f u l  m e s s ag e  o f 
reconciliation. So we are Christ’s 
ambassadors; God is making his 
appeal through us. We speak for 
Christ when we plead, “Come 
back to God!” For God made 
Christ, who never sinned, to be 
the offering for our sin, so that 
we could be made right with 

God through Christ. 
 

2 Corinthians 5: 14-21  NLT 


