
This is one of the most profound, and disturbing stories told by Jesus.  Throughout 
church history it has been debated whether this is an actual event of which Jesus had 

supernatural knowledge or a specific kind of parable containing a variety of theological 

truths.  I am not certain that we can answer the question in absolute terms, but I am 
inclined to believe that it is a story, whether historical or exemplary, describing a literal 

scenario of life after death (before the atonement) for believers and unbelievers. 

I. Contrasting Outcomes in Life 

 A. A very wealthy man enjoying the finest things of life, who lives only for 
  himself and ignores the plight of others around him, even at the gate of his 

  own mansion. 

 B. A very poor man who is afflicted with illness and unable to work who lies at 
  his gate hoping for some meager subsistence. 

 C. Both of these men are Jews, of Abrahamic descent.  Behavior flows from our 

  value system which belies our true beliefs.  Their eternal fate is proof of 
  their inner life and relationship with God. 

II. Observations Regarding the Nature of Eternal Destinies 

 A. There is a place of conscious awareness for both believers and those who 

  die in their sin (vv. 22-23).  All people consciously exist forever somewhere. 

 B. The place for those who die in sin is a place of conscious torment even  
  before the final judgment and the Lake of Fire.  It consists of memory and 

  circumstantial awareness (vv. 23-26).  The place for believer’s before the 
  cross was with Abraham (father of the believers) and now with Jesus in 

  God’s presence (2 Cor 5:8) 

 C. At the time of death one’s eternal destiny and fate are sealed, there is no 
  opportunity for escape from hell or falling from heaven (Heb 9:27). 

 D. Hell is filled with intercessors and missionaries...whose prayers go  

  unanswered and whose missionary zeal cannot be expressed (vv.27-31). 

 E. If a person is not persuaded by the revelation of God already given, neither 
  clever arguments nor miracles nor one risen from the dead will induce them 

  to repent and believe (v. 31). 

III. Sobering Thoughts 

 A. A father’s greatest legacy to his family 

 B. Even a marginal grasp of the reality of hell and eternal damnation will make 
  and intercessor and an evangelist out of the most timid among us. 

 C. Thoughts about the grief God holds in His heart: Ez.33:11 "Say to them, 'As I live!' 

 declares the Lord GOD, 'I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way 
 and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil ways! Why then will you die, O house of Israel?' (NASB) 
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“Now there was a rich 
man, and he habitually 
dressed in purple and 
fine linen, joyously living 
in splendor every day. 
And a poor man named 
Lazarus was laid at his 
gate, covered with sores, 
and longing to be fed 
with the crumbs which 
were falling from the rich 
man’s table; besides, 
even the dogs were 
coming and licking his 
sores. Now the poor man 
died and was carried 
away by the angels to 
Abraham’s bosom; and 
the rich man also died 
and was buried. In 
Hades he lifted up his 
eyes, being in torment, 
and saw Abraham far 
away and Lazarus in his 
bosom. And he cried out 
and said,  ‘Father 
Abraham, have mercy on 
me, and send Lazarus so 
that he may dip the tip of 
his finger in water and 
cool off my tongue, for I 
am in agony in this 
flame.’ But Abraham 
said, ‘Child, remember 
that during your life you 
received your good 
things, and likewise 
Lazarus bad things; but 
now he is being 
comforted here, and you 
are in agony. And 
besides all this, between 
us and you there is a 
great chasm fixed, so 
that those who wish to 
come over from here to 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 

1. Why do you suppose Jesus had more to say about hell than any other person 
in the New Testament? 

2. If there is no place of eternal punishment, why did Jesus have so much to 
say about it?  If everyone is saved eventually, why did He die on the cross? 

3. Is hell a place where unbelievers and the ungodly can hang out and party 
with each other for all eternity? 

4. Have you ever been seriously injured or sick and in severe pain?  How much 
time did you spend thinking about having a good time with your buddies? 

5. Why is it so important to share the Gospel with every one who will listen and 
to pray for their salvation?  Give at least four reasons… 

6. Is there any other way to avoid hell and spend eternity with God apart from 
a personal and individual decision to trust and follow Jesus Christ? 

you will not be able, and 
that none may cross over 
from there to us.’ And he 
said, ‘Then I beg you, 
father, that you send him 
to my father’s house—for 
I have five brothers—in 
order that he may warn 
them, so that they will not 
also come to this place of 
torment.’ But Abraham 
said, ‘They have Moses 
and the Prophets; let 
them hear them.’ But he 
said, ‘No, father Abraham, 
but if someone goes to 
them from the dead, they 
will repent!’ But he said to 
him, ‘If they do not listen 
to Moses and the 
Prophets, they will not be 
persuaded even i f 
someone rises from the 
dead.’”  
 

Luke 16: 19-31  NASB 
 

“As the new heavens and 
the new earth that I make 
will endure before me,” 
declares the Lord, “so will 
y o u r  n a m e  a n d 
descendants endure. From 
one New Moon to another 
and from one Sabbath to 
another, all mankind will 
c o m e  a n d  b o w 
down before me,” says 
the Lord. “And they will go 
out and look on the dead 
bodies of those who 
rebelled against me; the 
worms that eat them will 
not die, the fire that burns 
them wil l  not be 
quenched, and they will 
be loathsome to all 
mankind.”  
 

Isaiah 66: 22-24  NIV 


